Morbidity risk among young adolescents undergoing elective abortion.
A cohort study comparing risks of morbidity at the time of elective abortion between 399 young adolescents aged 17 years or less matched to 399 women aged 20 to 29 years was completed. The study matched for duration of gestation, types of procedure, parity, race, month of procedure, and insurance status. Results indicated a relative risk of post-abortal endometritis for adolescents compared to older women of 2.5 (95% C.L. 1.48, 3.85). The reasons for this difference are unclear.